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world for which we are 

called to care.   
 

Jesus, the embarrassing 

baby of Bethlehem, will 

become the man of  

sorrows who will die on 

that shameful cross. His 

love and life given without 

condition.  His presence 

closer than any friend or 

family member; more  

forgiving than any other 

human being.  On  

Christmas, as we  

anticipate his promise to 

return to us, we celebrate 

his presence among us: 

through one another, in his 

Word, in with and under 

the bread and wine that 

continue to offer us  

forgiveness, reconciliation 

and love. His life and love, 

priceless gifts of presence in 

our lives today; telling 

 us we are never alone, 

Emmanuel, God with us in 

joy and struggle. 

Christmas Gifts Beyond Compare 

Christmas Cantata: Dec. 17th &18th...Invite! 

“ ‘ Look, the virgin shall 

conceive and bear a son, 

and they shall name him 

Emmanuel’ which means, 

‘God is with us. ‘ “ 

Matthew 1: 23 

Life presents most of us 

with times of joy and  

struggle.  Through both it 

helps to have a friend; 

someone with whom you 

can celebrate when that 

really good thing happens in 

your life, a graduation, birth 

or marriage.  Imagine a job 

promotion with no one to 

tell about it or a letter of 

acceptance into a college or  

a club with no one to share 

your excitement.  
 

Similarly, we deal with  

sorrow and grief with the 

support and presence of 

friends or family.  It helps to 

know at great times of  

anxiety that we are not 

alone and that someone 

else has empathy for our 

particular struggle.   

The words of the prophet 

in Matthew point to the gift 

of a son for Joseph and 

Mary.  In spite of the  

awkward way in which this 

baby comes into our world, 

the child will be a unique 

gift for all of humanity.  His 

name shall be Emmanuel, 

God with us, the gift of 

promise for all.   
 

We were created by God 

to be in relationship.  In the 

Garden of Eden frankly, we 

blew it, but our Lord God 

was unwilling to leave us in 

the condition which we 

made for ourselves, isolated 

from God, other human 

beings and from the  

creation itself.  Thus,  God 

came to us. God came   

reestablishing a relationship 

with the whole of creation.  

It was God’s intention that 

this reconciliation would 

not only draw us back to 

God but also reconnect us 

to one another and to the 

coffee , tea and treats. 

There are invitation 

cards available in the  

narthex, back, of the 

church.  Just ask an 

usher.  Remember the 

theme this Christmas is:              

 INVITE!  

Invite, invite, invite! 

Our choirs and musicians 

are two of the best kept 

secrets at St. Luke….let’s 

not keep them secret any 

longer ; invite your family 

and friends to hear the 

annual Christmas Cantata 

at either worship   

service.  Sat. at 5:00p.m. 

and Sun. at 10:00 a.m.  

We will have a time of 

refreshment and  

fellowship immediately 

after the services so 

please plan to stay for 

 All hands are 

needed !...Christmas 

preparations, will be 

this coming Sunday, 

December 11th. Our 

plans are to clean and 

decorate for the 
Christmas Cantata and 

Christmas Services.  

The poinsettias will be 

here and we will need 

help arranging them. 

We want to make our 

church building ship-

shape for all the visi-

tors you are INVIT-

ING!  We need YOU! 
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The Spirit of St. Luke 

 
 

Brick Orders for  

Courtyard on 

Going.  Forms in 

the back of the 

church.  The next 

order will be in  

  2012. 

Thank you! 
Dear Pastor Margaret and members of St. Luke, 

Thank you for your kind expressions of sympathy 

in the loss of my daughter and Linda’s sister. Your kindness is 

appreciated.  Sincerely – Mary Beck 

 

Men’s and  

Women’s  

Luncheons 

There will be a  

sign up  

sheet in the 

back of the 

church for two weekends before your 

luncheon .  The Christmas Luncheon is 

December 13th at Pappas. Please sign up 

by December 11th.  Join for a time of  

fellowship and celebration.   

All are welcome and invited!  

Altar Flowers:   

Call the Church Office to 

get the date you would 

like.  The cost is $17 per 

vase.  

Find the step 

that matches 

your  current 

giving. Pray-

fully  consider 

increasing by 

1% your gift. 
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Dear Fellow Members: 

  

At our Annual Congregational Meeting on November 20th the Council recommended that the congre-
gation adopt the 2012 Proposed Balance Budget by Revenue Increase.  The congregation moved that 

we adopt budget as recommended, the motion was seconded and then approved. 

  

In the discussions a Cash Flow Chart was presented showing that we will be out of money by about 
the end of February unless there is an increase in giving to the General Fund. The Congregation was 

asked for their commitment and by show of hands gave their support. 

  

Pastor Margaret handed out Growth Giving Challenge and Growth Steps Giving Challenge as a way to 
meet this challenge we are currently facing. The first Growth Giving Challenge is a chart to help you 
determine what percent of your income you are giving to church.  Once your have determined your 
number you return to the chart to determine what the new dollar figure would be increasing giving by 
1%.  For instance $6 is 3%of $10,400 annual income.  Increasing by 1% would be $8 per week.    
Increasing by 2% would be $10 per week. 

  

The second Growth Steps Giving Challenge is a chart of giving per week in four-dollar levels.  Once 
you determine your level you jump to next level.  For instance if your giving $5 to $9 a week, the next 

step would be somewhere between $10 and $14 a week and this would become your new level. 

  

Your 2011 Giving Statement for first 10 months was mailed to you to enable you to determine your 
current level of giving.  There is no time like the present to embark on an increase-giving journey.  If 
we wait until the beginning of the year, we will just be putting ourselves further behind.  We have  
already begun our mission outreach but this will take time to see any increases. 

  

It is up to us that are here now.  If we want St. Luke to continue the way we know it, we have to step 
up.  We cannot rely on the next person to do it but if enough of us do it with God's help it will get 

done. 

 

The Congregation voted and approved one by-law change.  This will be submitted to the synod for 

approval.   

 

A new Council was voted in beginning January 1, 2012 – December 31, 2013.   
President – Steve Mentzer, Secretary – Pam Savoie, Worship & Music – Shirley Schoenberger,  
Community Ministry – James Lightner, Parish Education – Kim Merriken,  
Fellowship – Carol Conroy, Invitation/Public Relations – Joseph Benham. 

 

Norm Houck 

Council President 



St. Luke Evan. Lutheran 

Church 

St. Luke youth are joined by members & staff of the congregation, parents 

and members of the “Helping Up Mission” for their annual “Lock-out for 

the Homeless.” They learned first hand of the difficulties of life on the 

streets. Thanks for all your donations of food, clothing, and moral support. 

December 2011 

Zach Egner 

Aaron Egner 

Jerry Miller 

Jennifer Miller 

January 2012 

Jack Walters 

Janice Walters 

Fred Hobine 

Ruth Hobine 

Usher Schedule  and Reminder:  When you take the 

attendance count each week, please record it in the 

book.  Someone from each team should be assigned to 

do this. Thanks.  

December 

Birthdays, 

no shut-in 

birthdays 

this month! 

 

 

 

December Birthdays 

12/01 Chinchilla, Jose  
 

12/09 Brittingham, Nan 
 

12/13 Mathews, Jessica  
 

12/15 Jansen, Jack 
 

12/18 Chinchilla, Amanda 
 

12/20 Merriken,* Jack 
 

12/21 DeBord, Brian  
 

12/23 Williams, Dana  

 Christmas 

At 

St. Luke 

Lutheran 

Church 

7001  

Harford Rd. 

Baltimore, 

Md. 21234 

Christmas Week Schedule 

Saturday, December 17th  — Choir Cantata 5 pm 

Sunday, December 18th  — Choir Cantata 10 am 

Saturday, December 24th — Christmas Eve: 

 5:00 pm, Family Service Contemporary Worship with Holy Communion.   

 10:00 pm, Candlelight Service Traditional Worship with Holy Communion.  Special music starts 9:30 pm 

Sunday, December 25th — Christmas Day: 

 10:00 am Family Christmas Worship 

NO Sunday School December 25 or January 1 

NO Children’s Church December 25 or January 1 




